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From the

EDITOR
Wow, I can’t believe that HESTEC celebrates 10 years already. It seems like only yesterday the campus was getting
ready for its first one. Talk about it being a big production to stage. I never imagined that it would become the
inspirational monster that it has become today. I call it
a “monster” because for staff, faculty and students who
help put this weeklong event together it’s a “monster” of
a function to coordinate on campus. But, the message
of HESTEC has always been a sincere one with a goal
to inspire the next generation of scientists, researchers,
engineers, math and science teachers, and maybe some
astronauts.
I truly believe that HESTEC has inspired youngsters in
middle and high school and maybe some elementary
children to start thinking early of science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) majors in college. Even
parents have been motivated to spark that interest of the
STEM fields in their children after attending our famous
Community Day.
HESTEC has made me realize how important it is for
children and teens to master science and math courses
early on in their lives. I wish I had a HESTEC when I
was in middle school or even elementary to show me not
to be afraid of math, which I was terrified of in the first
grade. Now that I see what is out there in terms of STEM
careers, I’m more inspired to motivate my own daughter
to love math and science. Even though she is only 21
months old, she is already trying to count (could be a
future mathematician), and she loves figuring out how to
buckle and unbuckle the clasps on her high chair (possible engineer).
HESTEC, thanks for 10 years of inspiring South Texas
children to dream big and out of this world. May you
have 10 more years of success.

-Melissa Vasquez

BRONC ADDITIONS:
An overwhelmingly favorite choice, Dr.
Walter Diaz was named as the new dean
of the College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences this summer. Diaz is a former
professor in the Department of Social
Sciences at the University of Puerto-RicoMayagüez (UPRM) and associate director
of UPRM’s Center for Applied Social
Research.

A native of Puerto Rico, Diaz earned his bachelor’s degree in political science (magna cum laude) from UPRM and both his master’s
and Ph.D. in political science from The University of MichiganAnn Arbor.
Diaz said his immediate goals for the college include developing
a strategic plan for years beyond 2012, strengthening its current
graduate programs and exploring opportunities to create new ones,
and increasing both research and service activity within the college.
“(Increasing research and service) will lead to increased financial

New college leaders named
resources, greater academic visibility, stronger ties with local,
regional, state and national governmental and non-governmental
organizations and, very importantly, increased opportunities for
research mentorship for both our graduate and undergraduate
students,” he said.
Dr. Janice Maville will serve as interim dean of the College of
Health Sciences and Human Services (CHSHS) while the University
continues its search for a new dean. She will oversee the college’s
operations through the 2011-2012 school
year. Dr. Bruce Reed stepped down as dean
to focus on teaching.
Maville, who has served as assistant dean
for the college and is the Lillian O. Slemp
Endowed Chair in Nursing and the
coordinator of the Master of Science in
Nursing program, said she appreciates the
confidence University administrators have
in her ability to lead the college.

UTPA SHORTS
UTPA named a Military Friendly School
UT Pan American has another award to add to its mantel as it
was named a 2012 Military Friendly School by G.I. Jobs (www.
gijobs.com) magazine. Each year, G.I. Jobs compiles a list of higher
education institutions that have programs and other services available to help service members transition into college and graduate
school. Schools that make the list are among the 20 percent of
schools that are the most friendly to students currently in or just
getting out of the military. “Now we are on the map,” said Lt. Col.
Maricela Alvarado, professor of military science at UTPA.

Making Forbes list third year in a row
UT Pan American has been named among the top 20 percent of
schools in the country in Forbes Magazine’s “America’s Top Colleges” for a third time. UTPA was ranked the third highest within
The University of Texas System, the fifth-highest public school in
Texas and the 14th out of all 29 Texas institutions of higher learning on the list.

Rehab and nursing earn national kudos
The Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education magazine ranked UTPA
No. 1 in awarding degrees to Hispanic students in rehabilitation
and therapeutic professions and No. 6 in awarding bachelor’s
degrees in nursing to Hispanic students. The magazine listed the
top 15 schools across the country based on how many Hispanic
students they graduated in specific programs for the 2009-2010
school year.

IT garners awards for MyUTPA portal
The University’s one-stop shop for information, MyUTPA portal,
garnered two prestigious awards in May. The Internet Services
team won a Best of Texas Award for Best Application Serving an
Agency’s Business Needs from the Center for Digital Government and a Silver Award from the Summit International Creative
Awards in the Web Portal category.

ConGRADulations, Graduates!
Check out the cowboy boots UTPA Bachelor of Arts in Mexican American Studies (MAS) graduate Roberto Reyna sported
during 2011 Summer Commencement on August 20 at the
McAllen Convention Center. Also wearing a pair was Anna
Muñoz, who also earned her bachelor’s in MAS that day. Both
received the boots as graduation gifts from Reyna’s father.
“Every time I wear my boots and people ask what that logo is,
I can say that is where I received my bachelor’s,” Muñoz said.
Reyna and Muñoz were among more than 800 graduates to
receive their diplomas during the summer ceremonies. Serving
as commencement speakers were Carlos Garza, president and
CEO of Inter National Bank, and Carlos X. Guerra, owner
and operator, with his wife Ofira and family, of La Muñeca
Cattle Company in Linn, Texas.
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Discover the treasures and mysteries surrounding the young pharaoh Tutankhamun as the UT
Pan American Visitors Center presents Tutankhamun: Wonderful Things from the Pharaohs
Tomb Sept. 26 through Jan. 4. The traveling exhibit showcases marvelous reproductions of
artifacts from King Tut’s tomb brought to light by famed archaeologist Howard Carter in
1922 after being hidden in darkness beneath Egypt’s sands for over three millennia. For more
information about the exhibit at UTPA or to request tours, visit www.utpa.edu/kingtut.
Complementing the Tutankhamun exhibit will be Stars of the Pharaohs at the H-E-B
Planetarium on campus. The film explores the stars and various astronomical phenomena of
the ancient Egyptians during the time of the pharaohs. For audiences of all ages, this program
includes how the ancient Egyptians used science to tell time, to formulate a workable calendar,
and to align huge buildings. Learn about the connection the ancient Egyptians felt with the
stars and see some of the ancient world’s most spectacular temples and tombs recreated in their
original splendor.
For more information or tour requests, visit www.utpa.edu/kingtut.

UTPA Visitors Center

September 26-January 4
Admission is Free
Exhibit Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and Sunday, Closed

H-E-B Planetarium

Stars of the Pharaohs
At UTPA in the Science Complex
Admission is Free
For Show Times: (956) 665-7088

Free Admission. Seating for students, staff and faculty
with appropriate UTPA ID will commence at 7 p.m.;
seating for the public will begin at 7:20 p.m.
at the UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium.
For more information, call (956) 665-7989.

Maya Angelou

Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Maya Angelou, one of the most renowned and influential voices
of our time, will open the eighth annual series, known for bringing high profile speakers to the University community and public.
Hailed as a global renaissance woman, Dr. Angelou is a celebrated
poet, memoirist, novelist, educator, dramatist, producer, actress,
historian, filmmaker and civil rights activist. She has authored more
than 30 bestselling books including I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings, published in 1970. She continues to appear on television and
in films and has served on two presidential committees. She also
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Arts in 2000 and the Lincoln
Medal in 2008, and has received three Grammy Awards.
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Thomas L. Friedman

Feb. 29, 7:30 p.m.

Thomas L. Friedman, an internationally renowned author, reporter
and columnist, is the recipient of three Pulitzer Prizes and the author
of five bestselling books, including From Beirut to Jerusalem, The
World Is Flat and his latest bestseller Hot, Flat and Crowded: Why We
Need a Green Revolution – and How It Can Renew America. He currently is writing a book, That Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind
in the World We Invented and How We Can Come Back, with Michael
Mandelbaum, one of the country’s leading foreign policy thinkers, to
be published in September 2011. Friedman, a foreign affairs columnist for the New York Times, is a frequent guest on programs such as
Meet The Press, Morning Joe and Charlie Rose.

A M E R I C A N

W hat ’ s up, utpa ?

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
THEATRE

ALL SHOWS AT
ALBERT L. JEFFERS THEATRE

King Lear by William Shakespeare
Mainstage: Oct. 5-8, 7:30 p.m. & Oct. 9, 2 p.m.
The Birds by Aristophanes
Mainstage: Nov. 16-19, 7:30 p.m. & Nov. 20, 2 p.m.
James and the Giant Peach
From the book by Roald Dahl
Children’s Theatre: Dec. 1-3, 7 p.m. & Dec. 3-4, 2 p.m.
Arsenic and Old Lace by Joseph Kesselring
Mainstage: Feb. 29-March 3, 7:30 p.m. & March 4, 2 p.m.

MUSIC & DANCE

ALL SHOWS AT
UTPA Fine ARts auditorium

Choir Concert
Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Band Concert
Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
UTPA Symphony Orchestra Concert
Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Brass Choir Concert
Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Faculty Piano Recital
Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Dance Program: Senior Choreography
Project Concert
Oct. 27-29, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Adults, $8 and UTPA Students, $5
Valley Symphony Orchestra Concert
Nov. 3, 8 p.m.
Tickets: Call (956) 661-1615

Choir Concert
Nov. 8, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Wind Ensemble Concert
Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Jazz Ensemble Concert
Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Dance Ensemble Fall 2011 Concert
Nov. 17-19, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Latin Band Concert
Nov. 22, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
UTPA Symphony Orchestra Concert
Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
Brass Choir Concert
Dec. 3, 3 p.m.
Free Admission
Trumpet Ensemble Concert
Dec. 4, 3 p.m.
Free Admission
Men & Women Ensemble Concert
Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
UTPA Symphony Orchestra Concert
Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m.
Free Admission
UTPA Mariachi Concert
Dec. 17, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Dec. 18, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $5, will be sold at the door only
Ballet Folklórico ALEGRIA 2012
Premier Dinner and Show: Jan. 27, 6 p.m.
Tickets: $75 per person, reservation required
Concerts: Jan. 28-29, 2 p.m.
Feb. 3, 10 & 17, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 & 19, 2 p.m.
Tickets: Adult Presale, $10; Adult at the Door,
$12; Students with ID/Children at the Door, $7

The sweet sound
of music...
New fine arts facilities
in final planning stage

By Gail Fagan

I

t was 106 degrees outside as Dr. Virginia Davis
led her African Drumming Student Ensemble
across The University of Texas-Pan American’s
current Fine Arts Complex area in search of
somewhere to practice.
“We don’t have a place to rehearse indoors
because there are so many students who want to
play in ensembles that all the classrooms are full
with groups who are playing,” said the music education instructor and percussionist before landing
her group under a nearby tree to rehearse.
Her student, Gumaro Barrera, a senior majoring
in music performance, said he often practices
outside even in the dark and faced frequent
distractions from other students asking “Why are
you practicing outside.”

Our students will
“
not only have the top
of the line facilities
they deserve to
practice and
perform in, but our
community will have
an auditorium that
will provide a stateof-the-art venue for
music and dance
performances.

”

-Dr. Robert S. Nelsen
UTPA President
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Barrera said if one did find a place to practice, a
percussionist, like himself, might have to share
it with both a euphonium and a bass player performing different music. “There are a lot of very
good players here and if you don’t have the facilities to play in, you can’t build anything, no matter
how much a professor can try to tell you to play
harder, do better or study more,” he said.
The days of a challenged Davis having to
share her office space with the band rehearsals
or a disheartened Barrera having to compete
for a practice room to perform in solitude will
soon cease.

A new day for Fine Arts

At its Aug. 25, 2011 meeting, The UT System
Board of Regents gave final approval for construction of a nearly $42.7 million Fine Arts Academic
and Performance Complex. To fund the project,
which was first proposed in 2006, $39,796,000
will come from tuition revenue bond proceeds
and $2,900,000 will come from the state’s Higher
Education Assistance Fund (HEAF).
T E X A S - P A N

A M E R I C A N

UTPA President Robert S. Nelsen called it a great
day for our students, the University and the community. “Our students will not only have the top
of the line facilities they deserve to practice and
perform in, but our community will have an auditorium that will provide a state-of-the-art venue
for music and dance performances,” he said.
The project will involve the demolition of some
existing facilities and the renovation of others.
The new-construction portion of the complex,
which will replace UTPA’s existing Fine Arts Auditorium and Fine Arts Annex, will be a modern,
state-of-the-art facility featuring a 1,000-seat
theater and four rehearsal halls capable of seating
between 95 and 140 people. There will also be a
lobby area that will be large enough to accommodate seated dinners and will feature concessions, restrooms and space for patrons to circulate
before and after performances. The existing
auditorium and annex will be demolished to make
way for the new theater, rehearsal halls and lobby.

Other Makeovers

The project will require the moving of some offices and renovation of other spaces on campus
before and while it is underway. The remaining
Art Department activities in the current Fine Arts
Complex will be moved to the UTPA Annex on
South Closner in Edinburg, where several areas of
the Art Department have already relocated.
To accommodate that move, existing programs
housed at the Annex will move to the north
side of the Haggar Building located on Freddy
Gonzalez Drive in Edinburg. The Haggar Building
renovations are underway now and scheduled for
completion in January 2012.
Construction on the Annex includes faculty and
staff offices, a gallery, classrooms, and spaces for
labs and arts projects, will commence in January
2012. and be completed in summer 2012.

In the
trenches
With Jennifer Berghom

UTPA writer’s ROTC experience

Since 1981, UTPA’s Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) has trained hundreds of men and
women in developing strong leadership skills for them to take with them as they enter military and/or
civilian life. To date, the Army ROTC at UTPA – known as the Bronc Battalion – has commissioned 238
officers and has been recognized as one of the best ROTC programs in the nation with the 2006 General
Douglas MacArthur Award. Before students in the program can transform from cadet to officer, they
must undergo a rigorous 29-day training at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington state called Operation Warrior Forge. From July 17-20, 2011, about 140 other faculty and staff members and I from institutions of higher learning from all over the country and Puerto Rico had the opportunity to experience
first-hand what our cadets in the Army ROTC undergo during their final challenge before they become
commissioned officers as part of the Army ROTC’s Educators Visit.

Monday, 18 July 2011
We arrived at Joint Base Lewis-McChord and
watched cadets conduct one exercise in which
they tracked down insurgents – played by commissioned officers – and take them into custody.
Afterwards, the Army allowed us to shoot
firearms: an M4 rifle, a squad automatic weapon
(SAW) machine gun and a grenade launcher.
The weapons were heavy, powerful and loud; I
jerked back with each shot I fired from the rifle
and grenade launcher. I had to lie down on my
stomach to shoot the machine gun. All it took
was one light pull of the trigger to discharge a
stream of bullets. Smelling the sharp odor of the
gunpowder and feeling the bullet casings knick
my hands as I fired the weapon will never leave
my memory.
For lunch, the Army gave us Meals Ready to Eat
(MREs). We were only given about 20 minutes
to finish our meals before going to the next
activity. It took a good five minutes just to open
the packages. I ate about half of the packet of the
vegetable lasagna I received before switching to
the vanilla pound cake. The lasagna itself didn’t
taste so bad, but eating it cold is something I
hope I never have to do again.
Our final stop for the day was to the area where
cadets learn how to rappel off of walls. The
Army allowed us to rappel off a 17-foot incline
platform, a 17-foot wall and a 37-foot wall. I
rappelled off the incline and the 17-foot wall,
but decided to forego the 37-foot wall so that I

That’s me.

could take pictures of everyone else. The hardest
part was hanging my heels over the edge of the
platform and leaning back so my heels would
touch the wall. I was so afraid of falling. After
I convinced myself to let go, I leaned back and
bounced down the wall. The whole ordeal took
just seconds.

Tuesday, 19 July 2011

After attending a cadet graduation that morning,
we went to the tactical area, where we learned
about the navigation challenge the cadets have
to undergo. The cadets from UTPA and UT
Brownsville were somewhere in the woods, conducting their tests, so we didn’t get to see them.
Our Army escorts took us to an area with tents,
where the cadets have been staying, and we
had our lunch – more MREs. After lunch we
observed cadets who were learning first-aid techniques. I was especially impressed seeing women
smaller than me lift grown men and carry them
over their shoulders during an exercise showing
how to carry wounded soldiers off the field.

Wednesday, 20 July 2011

I left Washington and returned to the Rio Grande
Valley. Throughout the day I kept thinking about
how much our cadets have to endure, physically, mentally and emotionally throughout their
ROTC experience. I’m not sure how many of
them plan to pursue a career in the military, but
wherever they end up, I’m confident they will
succeed because of the training they received in
the ROTC program.
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By Gail Fagan

When the 19-member theatre troupe from The
University of Texas-Pan American took the stage
at the New York International Fringe Festival
to present “Crawling with Monsters,” they had
a mission.
Through their production, they wanted the world
to know the real impact of drug-related violence
on their northern Mexico border neighbors,
particularly children and their families, who are
afraid to speak for themselves.
Their message was heard and honored. The
UTPA troupe won an Overall Excellence Award
in the Ensemble category at the festival, which is
widely regarded as the theatrical equivalent of the
famed Sundance Film Festival.
The production also received several favorable reviews including a glowing one by David
Sheward, executive editor and theater critic for
Back Stage East, who chose it as a “Critic’s Pick”
at the festival.
“Reality and theater make a powerful mix in
‘Crawling with Monsters,’” wrote Sheward, a
regular critic of Broadway productions. “The
most effective and terrifying moment is the most
simple: a video of tiny children calmly going
through a drill of getting under their desks when
there is shooting outside their school.”
Dr. Eric Wiley, associate professor of theatre
in the Department of Communication, said
the troupe is still reeling from their “extraordinary experience” in New York City, where
194 companies worldwide performed in 18 different venues during the festival held Aug. 12-28.
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“Our show struck people as being very unusual
in the sense that the cast and crew are deeply and
personally committed to it,” Wiley said. “I was
thrilled that some people who were working at
the theatre, after seeing our show, later brought

their family members to see it. It was an endorsement of our work and of our group’s behavior,
which was often praised.”
The play evolved from the University’s Latino
Theatre Initiative’s goal of bringing plays to
school children in Spanish and English on both
sides of the border. Continued violent activities
by the drug cartels, however, led to the cancellation of the tour to Mexico schools.
In response, the troupe decided to turn the original play, which had comical monsters conveying
messages on good hygiene, into a multimedia
documentary piece based on interviews with
people being affected by the unremitting yet little
reported violence.
“Audiences were moved and somewhat shaken by
their performances, often tearing up during the
show,” Wiley said.
The troupe and its creative team go unheralded,
he said, with no names in their playbills for fear
of reprisal on relaying real stories, often from
their own family members living in Reynosa or
similar Mexico border towns.
The production also received a favorable reaction in Chicago, where the troupe was invited to
perform in July for the national conference of the
American Alliance for Theatre and Education
(AATE). The AATE treasurer had seen the play
performed earlier in the year at the New Orleans
Fringe Festival and helped create a scholarship
fund to bring the performers to Chicago.
Wiley has received many requests to perform
“Crawling with Monsters” at other locations in
Texas and the United States, he said.
If you want to support this production or future projects of the
Latino Theatre Initiative, contact the UTPA Development Office
at (956) 665-5301.

Welcome to your
new home, Buckaroos

To welcome its newest group of Broncs, the university
hosted an entering freshman conference to introduce
the class of 2015 to UTPA and campus life. Bronc roundup,
a three-day event, was like nothing else the more than
2,400 new broncs who attended have ever experienced.

9

WELCOME TO THE BIG TOP!

while most university presidents would have nixed the idea
of wearing a ringmaster costume to a student event, UTPA
president Dr. Robert S. Nelsen (top left) decided it would be
fun to dress up and welcome students to the annual bucky’s
Block Party. The circus-themed event, held sept. 1 at the UTPA
fieldhouse, was attended by more than 1,200 students and Was
hosted by the Office of Student Development.
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Broncs
By Gail Fagan

Maria Hernandez left from her week at Harvard
University this summer with the personal email of
a NASA astronaut, more than 40 new friends from
across the nation and a new view of herself and her
capacity for leadership.
The Alamo native and mechanical engineering major
was one of six rising seniors at The University of
Texas-Pan American who had the opportunity to
participate June 25-July 3 in the 2011 Latino Leadership Initiative (LLI) Program at the Harvard Kennedy
School’s Center for Public Leadership.
“It was life altering,” said Hernandez, 26, who is also a
wife, mother of a three year old and a U.S. Air Force
veteran. “I really learned a lot about myself. We had to
dig deep within ourselves and find out why is it that
we are here, what separates us from everyone else,
and share who we are with others. They showed us
how to use our experiences to motivate people.”
Funded by private donations and sponsorships, the
LLI’s mission is threefold: to enhance the leadership capacity of students committed to serving the
Latino community; to establish a strong network of
contacts and relationships among the students and
the program’s leaders; and to inspire the participants’
own views of their possibilities for leadership and
professional achievement.
Initiated in June 2010 with 28 students, the program expanded this year to 40 students, all selected
in a competitive process, from seven universities
including University of Massachusetts-Boston, The
University of Houston, Texas A&M-International in
Laredo, and others.

hone leadership skills
at Harvard this summer

Other participants from UTPA were Carla Valeria
Caso, economics major, Mission; Robert K. Danso,
pre-medical biology major, McAllen; Haydee Iris
Villarreal, English major, McAllen; Erika Priscilla
Gaytan, communication sciences and disorders
major, Hidalgo; and Jessica Lizette Pena, theater/
dance major, Edinburg. UTPA graduate student Tania
Chavis, an MBA alumna who is pursuing a master’s
in communication, also attended, shadowing Dario E.
Collado, the LLI’s program manager.
Hernandez, who wants to work for NASA one day,
got to eat lunch with and introduce LLI speaker
Jose Hernandez, NASA’s second Latino astronaut
(see photo at right). She described it as “surreal” and
learned they had something in common.
“As young people, we both fell in love with the
stars,” said Maria, who hopes to pursue a master’s in
aerospace engineering and a doctorate in biomedical
engineering. “It’s crazy, I had a dream and it hit me
right there that now the dream is becoming a reality.”
Back home, LLI participants are required to create a
team-based service project designed to utilize their
new leadership skills to benefit their local community. The participants from UTPA have formed a
group titled Latino Initiative for Voter Empowerment
(LIVE). The group will work with a local non-partisan organization to raise voter awareness in the UTPA
student population.

“It was
life
altering.”
-Maria Hernandez,

Senior, Mechanical Engineering

“If we raise voter awareness, we feel this will bring
more money, consequently, education to our fellow
students,” said Pena, who hopes to be a professional
actor/dancer.

UTPA’s Kappa Delta Chi gets involved
UT Pan American’s Kappa Delta Chi (KDCHI)
sorority will work with the Institute for Health
Promotion Research (IHPR) at The University
of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio
this year to help implement a peer cervical cancer
education program for Lower Rio Grande Valley
mothers and daughters.
A $295,000 grant from the Cancer Prevention
and Research Institute of Texas will fund the
IHPR’s project called Entre Madre e Hija. The
project will combine community health workers
or promotoras, and college students from KDCHI

to present educational material on cervical cancer
risk factors, screening guidelines and the human
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine to 1,800 mothers and daughters (ages 11-17) in Cameron and
Hidalgo counties.
Dr. Deborah Parra-Medina, project principal investigator and professor at the IHPR, said women
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley experience more
cases of deaths from cervical cancer compared to
the nation because it is not detected early.
The goal at the end of the three-year program is

to have approximately 600 daughters immunized.
Although the project’s focus is on providing the
HPV vaccine, it will seek to increase the dialogue
between mothers and daughters about sexual
activity and also educate the mothers on the importance of cervical cancer screening, how often
to get a screening and where to find resources to
access that.
Training for the sorority participants began in
mid-September. Each promotora, with support of
a peer educator, will conduct four health education sessions per month.
L O S
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UT System Regents’
Outstanding Teacher

Dr. Theron
Francis
Dr. Theron Francis could have become an architect as he came
from a family of architects, but he chose to follow his heart
and go into the teaching field, a move that would pay off
for the UT Pan American educator. In August, Francis was
awarded the Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award, which is
the UT System Board of Regents’ highest honor presented to
faculty in the System’s nine academic institutions.
Francis, a lecturer in the Department of English who
received the honor for contingent faculty, said he
thought he was receiving the recognition because
of the service-learning projects he had done with
students, the outreach programs he created with
his fellow linguists and the courses he had created
in environmental literature for the emerging Environmental Studies Program. He does adventuresome
projects. What may be most important, however, is the
rapport he has with his students.
“I am certainly lucky. It is really nice to be honored,” he said.
A Michigan native, Francis said his teaching career started 23 years ago in the U.S.
Peace Corps as an English as a Second Language teacher in Yemen. He said after
years of teaching in South Texas he has learned the Hispanic culture is similar to
the Arab culture. “Arab people are very warm hearted and I instantly had a connection with them. It is true for my relationship with students here, too,” he said.
For those who know Francis, he is also an environmentalist with a specialty for
teaching his students environmental literature. Francis earned his Ph.D. in environmental literature from Purdue University. “My students accept and believe in environmentalism as a priority right away whether in a composition class or literature class,” he said.
In the end, Francis said he learns as much from his students as they do from him. He
hopes they walk away from his classes with the notion that knowledge is always new and
they have an equal responsibility to research and create new ideas with others. “One famous
architect my parents modeled themselves after was Ludwig Mies van der Rohe who once said ‘I
don’t want to be interesting. I want to be good,”’ he said. “In design that means make things simple, right
and functional. My goal is to help students achieve something that works.”

The University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Awards
Offered annually in recognition of faculty members at the nine University of Texas System academic institutions who have demonstrated extraordinary classroom performance and innovation in undergraduate instruction, the Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Awards are the Board of Regents’ highest honor. Established by the
Board of Regents in 2008, the Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Awards complement a wide range of Systemwide efforts that underscore the Board of Regents’ commitment to ensuring the UT System is a place of intellectual exploration and discovery, educational excellence and unparalleled opportunity.
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UT System Regents’
Outstanding Teacher

Dr. Linda
Belau

On her birthday, Dr. Linda Belau received the best surprise. She
was named a recipient of the 2011 UT System Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award for tenured faculty. An associate professor in
the Department of English, Belau said being recognized with this
award, which has only been awarded to 12 other UTPA faculty
members since its inception, meant a great deal to her as it represented her passion for lifelong learning and the commitment to
ensuring her students succeed in and out of the classroom.
“Because I so strongly believe in the transformative power
of learning, no matter what one’s position is in life,
I am dedicated to making my courses accessible to
all of my students. I want them to learn, and I want
them to like the process of learning that I have always
found so rewarding,” Belau said.
For Belau teaching is very personal, and she finds that she
most often relates to her students who, like her, are first-generation
college students. She said growing up in a single-parent home in Eau Claire,
Wisconin, with little economic means played a major role in the individual she is
today. “I had several committed teachers whose example showed me that education
was a way of life, not just a means to an end. I strive to bring that same commitment
and passion to my classes to show my students that rigorous thought is a pleasure in
and of itself. I want them to see how happy it makes me to be critically engaged in the
world around me, and I want them to comport themselves in a similar way,” she said.
In addition to teaching the core curriculum, she is also the director of the film studies
program at UTPA, which began in 2010. Offered as a minor, film studies is a “hot new
discipline in the humanities” being taught at major universities across the country,
Belau said. “Our students deserve to have the same opportunities as other students in
the nation, and the film studies minor is providing them the opportunity to engage in
this exciting new field of study.”
Whether it’s teaching English, film studies or a combination of both, Belau said she is
happy she is transforming student’s lives and the award is a testament to that. “I’m so honored to be working with our extraordinary students here at UTPA and am moved beyond words
to know that my efforts to bring education and learning to my students is actually transforming their worlds. This is what
I aim for as a teaching professional, and it is why teaching is personal to me,” she said.

The University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award Recipients
2009 (Inaugural Awards)
Dr. Stephanie Alvarez-Martinez, Modern Languages and Literature
Dr. Bimal Banik, Chemistry
Dr. Deborah Cole, English
Dr. Robert Freeman, Mechanical Engineering
Dr. Kimberly Selber, Communication
Dr. Constantine Tarawneh, Mechanical Engineering

2010
Dr. Hassan Ahmad, Chemistry
Dr. Elvia Ardalani, Modern Languages and Literature
Dr. Muhammad I. Bhatti, Physics and Geology
Dr. Kenneth Buckman, History and Philosophy
Dr. Jessica Lavariega-Monforti, Political Science
Dr. Brian J. Warren, Communication
L O S

A R C os
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Books by UTPA Faculty

The
Write Stuff

Figure 9.6. This post-1855 photo of the Washington College Colonnade shows the brick
dormitories and (flanking) faculty housing on each side.

Skowronek and Lewis

BENEATH THE IVORY TOWER:

Beneath the Ivory Tower

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF ACADEMIA

The Archaeology of Academia

Beneath the Ivory Tower
The Archaeology of Academia

Beneath the Ivory Tower

878 on the steps of North
hives, W.E.B. Du Bois

Dr. Russell Skowronek
Professor, History and Anthropology

Beneath the Ivory Tower

Figure 10.5. Photographs of the Chemistry Lab building (top) and the “Letter A” room
(bottom). (Courtesy of Santa Clara University Archives)

The Archaeology of Academia

Ivory Tower
The Archaeology of Academia

riting implements were common at Saints’
a compass were also recovered. (Courtesy of
of Anthropology)

Beneath the

B e n e at h t h e

Ivory
Tower

Publisher’s Notes:
In Beneath the Ivory Tower, contributors offer a series of case studies to reveal the ways archaeology
can offer a more objective view of changes and transformations that have taken place on America’s
college campuses. From the tennis courts of William and Mary to the “iconic paths, lawns, and wellordered brick buildings” of Harvard, this volume will change the way readers look at their alma maters – and at archaeology. Also included are studies of Michigan State, Notre Dame, South Carolina,
Massachusetts, Illinois, North Carolina, Washington & Lee, Santa Clara, California, and Stanford.

the archaeology of academia

UPF

EdITEd By

RUssEll K. sKowRonEK And KEnnE Th E. lEwIs

THE CIA ON CAMPUS:

ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND THE NATIONAL SECURITY STATE
Dr. Philip Zwerling
Assistant Professor, English
Publisher’s Notes:
This collection of nine essays in diverse academic fields, Zwerling explores the pernicious penetration of intelligence services into U.S. campus life to exploit academic study, recruit students, skew
publications, influence professional advancement, misinform the public, and spy on professors.
With its exhaustive list of CIA misdeeds and myriad suggestions for combating the subversion of
academic independence, this work provides a wake-up call for students and faculty.

Faculty Kudos
Selber named best sports journalist in the state
Dr. Gregory Selber, who has been covering Rio Grande Valley high school sports teams since
1989, was named the 2011 Putt Powell Sports Writer of the Year, a statewide award recognizing his expertise at practicing the craft of sports journalism. Selber, associate professor of
communication and the adviser to the University’s student newspaper, is only the fourth Rio
Grande Valley sports writer to be awarded this honor, given by the Texas High School Coaches
Association, since it was initiated in 1958. You can read his work on the pages of The Edinburg
Review newspaper or on www.956sports.com and hear his sports commentary on local radio
and TV, currently on Sunday Sports Extra weekly on KGBT-TV. In 2009, he published
“Border Ball: The History of High School Football in the Rio Grande Valley,” a
460-page historical survey of the sport in the area. He is currently working on a comparable study of basketball in the Valley.

14
14

TT H
H E
E

U
U N
N II V
V E
E R
R S
S II TT Y
Y

O
O FF

TT E
E X
X A
A S
S -- P
PA
A N
N

A
A M
M E
E R
R II C
C A
A N
N

Retired professors
earn emeritus status
Three recently retired UTPA faculty members, who have served the University a
combined total of 102 years, have received
emeritus status – an honorary title given to
tenured faculty who have worked at the University for at least 10 years and have made
significant contributions to the institution.
To date, there are 30 emeriti professors.

Dr. John Bokina

By Gail Fagan

A $750,000 grant received recently by Dr.
Bimal K. Banik from the Robert J. Kleberg
Jr. and Helen C. Kleberg Foundation will go
a long way toward anticancer drug development. It will also create additional opportunities for hands-on and possibly groundbreaking research for undergraduate and graduate
students at UT Pan American.
“I have been trying very hard to create future
scientists,” said Banik, the President’s Endowed Professor and professor of chemistry,
who has supervised more than 100 students
in his lab in his seven years at the University.
Banik and his students will be investigating
the use of beta-lactams, penicillin types of
antibiotics, as anticancer agents.
“It is well known since 1945 that penicillintype of compounds can cure infection and
has saved millions of lives. However, research
on penicillin-type of antibiotics that can be
used in cancer treatment has been limited,”
Banik said.
“It has been demonstrated that some of these
beta-lactams possess selective antitumor
activity in cell culture against many cancer
cell lines, including ovarian, colon, breast,
leukemia and melanoma, and in animal models,” he noted.
The Kleberg Foundation grant, which will
provide funds over three years for salaries,
supplies, travel and cell culture and animal
testing, supports the synthesis and preclinical
development of new anticancer beta-lactams.
This is the first grant UTPA has received from
the notable San Antonio-based, nonprofit
foundation which focuses its funding primarily on medical research, community services,
education, health services and arts.

Banik is currently the principal investigator
of two other major grants from the National
Institutes of Health and the National Cancer
Institute also focused on anticancer therapy
using different types of approaches and
hypotheses.
He additionally has a long list — nearly 600
— of scholarly and often cited publications
and is founder and editor-in-chief of the
international journal Organic & Medicinal
Chemistry Letters (Springer, Germany).
However, Banik, the researcher, feels his role
as a teacher and mentor is equally important.
“I create an effective learning experience for
undergraduate and graduate students that
gives them an opportunity to publish their
work in reputable journals and have successful futures,” he said.
Approximately 50 percent of the nearly 400
research students he has supervised over
his career have pursued advanced degrees
in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, physical therapy, physician assistant studies or in
academic doctoral programs. In 2009, Banik
was among the winners of The UT System
Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Awards.
Silpa Yarra, a senior at the Science Academy
of South Texas in Mercedes, this summer
was one of many high school students able
to work in Banik’s lab. She can easily explain
the different beta-lactam compounds she and
other students have been investigating.
“We learn a lot of things, not just about the
science part of it but laboratory terminology and procedures. As a high schooler, I am
lucky to have this research experience with
such a great professor to fight cancer,”
she said.

Retired as a professor of political science
earlier this year, worked
for UTPA since 1982.
Bokina, a 2001 Fulbright Scholar who also
taught classes for the
Rafael “Felo” and Carmen Guerra Honors Program, said his most
rewarding experience at the University was
interacting with the students. “I still remember the names of many of the students from
my first few years at the University,” Bokina
said. Even though he is now living in Michigan, he plans to remain connected to UTPA
and make visits to the Rio Grande Valley.

Dr. Edwin LeMaster

Retired as the dean of
the former College of
Science and Engineering in 2010, taught at
the University since
1970 and spearheaded
the creation in 2010 of
its two newest colleges:
the College of Engineering and Computer
Science and the College of Science and
Mathematics. Though he retired last year,
LeMaster remains very involved in the University and its students. “Genius exists in the
young people of the Rio Grande Valley, and
that needs to be channeled into promoting
the general economic and cultural development of our Valley,” he said.

Dr. Chad Richardson

Retired as a sociology professor in 2010
and now living in
Panama, joined UTPA
in 1977 and founded
the Borderlife Research
Project at UTPA in
1982 to train students
how to research the South Texas region’s
social and cultural environment. Richardson said building the project and having
students work with him on books published
by the UT Press was the most rewarding
experience at UTPA. “Through this project,
over 1,000 students had some of their work
published in a highly respectable source,”
said Richardson.

George
McLemore

Life Outside the Comfort Zone
By Jackie Nirenberg

George McLemore has never been the kind of guy
who likes to stay in one place. From the time he
was a teenager, he knew he needed to explore — an
itch he attributes to a piece of early advice from his
father. “My dad always encouraged me to get off
the front porch,” he said. “In 1957, we moved to
Dallas for the summer. He told me to hop on the
bus and explore the city. It wasn’t exactly the jungles
of India, but I was 14 and on my own. That was a
big deal back then.” Since those first outings within
Dallas’ city limits, McLemore’s travel radius has
expanded to include at least 21 countries.
A retired UTPA professor of speech communication, McLemore got his first taste of world travel
in 1967, with a Peace Corps stint in West Bengal.
That experience sparked a love affair with India
that would come to define much of his career and
personal life. He has since been back to India eight
times, each time lingering a bit longer to absorb the
culture and see all that he can. While his favorite
destination is the densely populated and highly
charged city of Calcutta, it is his experiences in
rural India that he remembers as most poignant.
“Three-quarters of India’s population lives in rural
villages,” said McLemore. “That part of India is defined by its heat and dust. I am always overwhelmed
by the sensual experience of life there — the aroma
of curry prepared over a fire, the distant barking of
jackals in the rice fields at night, shadows cast by
kerosene lanterns onto mud brick walls, the buzzing
of exotic insects. Yes, sometimes uncomfortable; but
you know you are alive.”
During his 32 years of teaching at UTPA,
McLemore was awarded two Fulbright Scholarships to teach in India. Those teaching opportunities became, in turn, an education. Together he, his
wife Donna and sons quickly learned that the only
way to truly experience India was not to observe it
from the outside as a tourist, but to dive head first
into its colorful and strange way of life. “My belief
is that you cannot understand another culture in
another country until you have negotiated public
transportation in that country,” he suggests. “To
know India you must ride a crowded bus in Delhi,
an auto rickshaw in Calcutta, a packed commuter
train in Mumbai. And these are the true adventures
that seldom are advised in Frommer’s guidebooks.
Guidebooks are for the timid!”

“One morning over breakfast on the Greek Isle of
Chios, several students told me they were afraid to
go home. When I asked them why, they said that no
one at home would be able to appreciate what they
had done and seen, or how much ‘larger’ their world
had become. I told them to get used to that. But
what mattered was they were and would always be
richer for what they had done,” he said.
Since his retirement, McLemore has been awarded
a third Fulbright to teach in Nepal, produced a
photo-documentary entitled Jessore Road: Journey
To Fight Human Trafficking about human trafficking
in Bangladesh, done two independent visiting lectureships and taught Film Studies and Multicultural
Communication for the Semester at Sea program,
during which he made stops in 14 countries, including Morocco, Vietnam, China and Mauritius.
And then, of course, there are the photographs —
thousands of them. Over the years, as McLemore
engaged with India both academically and personally, he amassed a collection of images so evocative,
so redolent of the very essence of life there, that
armchair travelers get the uncanny feeling that they
have actually been there and experienced it for
themselves. His photographs of India and other
destinations have been the subject of numerous
talks and presentations, and were recently displayed
at an exhibition in Austin. McLemore likes to quote
Reza, the famed National Geographic photographer,
to explain the critical relationship between his photography and his travels. “A great picture separates a
poetic moment from the rest of life and preserves it.
We can hold it in our hands and in our minds, turn
it over and over – and savor it.”

My belief
“
is that you
cannot
understand
another culture
in another
country until
you have
negotiated
public
transportation
in that
country.

”

-George MclemorE,
Retired Professor,
Communication Studies

Upon returning to UTPA after each sojourn,
McLemore tried to pass that philosophy on to as
many students as he could, leading study abroad
programs in Mexico, Turkey, Greece, Spain, and of
course, India. He recalls an incident that illustrated
just how transformative those programs could be.
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By Melissa Vasquez

HESTEC

celebr ating 10 Y e a r s
Almost a decade ago, NASA’s Mars Odyssey began its journey on the planet Mars, Apple launched its
redesign of the iMac, and a little event called HESTEC was born at UT Pan American. This year, Sept.
26-Oct. 1, HESTEC (Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology) celebrates 10 years of linking
South Texas educators and students with the University community, Corporate America, innovative
individuals in STEM fields, and even a few astronauts floating in the International Space Station almost
240 miles above the Earth.
18

THE BIRTH OF HESTEC

Created to address the critical shortage of scientists
and engineers in the United States, HESTEC has
grown into an astronomical event featuring workshops,
competitions and presentations for UTPA GEAR UP
and Region One Education Service Center GEAR UP
students and teachers and concludes with a Community
Day hosted for the entire South Texas region.
So how was HESTEC brought into this world? The
answer, three individuals – Dr. Miguel A. Nevárez,
former UTPA president, Congressman Rubén Hinojosa
(TX-15) and Dr. Roland S. Arriola, former vice
president for external affairs – who had a vision to
increase the number of Hispanic college graduates in
the STEM disciplines and careers.
“I called Dr. Nevárez almost 10 years ago and told him
I had a big passion for education and I wanted to talk
to him about how my staff and I could work with the
University and see if we could promote and recruit
students to get into these fields,” Hinojosa said.
Nevárez called on Arriola and shared with him
Hinojosa’s vision and so began the exploration of an
idea that would catapult the University into a successful
operation that would impact tens of thousands of
students and educators. “We were able to start a lot
of conversations in person and on the telephone and
through a lot of meetings and planning we developed
the acronym HESTEC. Because I was representing
an area that in 1997, when I started Congress, was
87 percent Hispanic, we decided to call it HESTEC,”
Hinojosa said.
Nevárez credits Hinojosa and Arriola for the
production of this weeklong event that has turned into
a year-round program with additional events – financial
literacy program and science bowl – for middle and
high school students. “I just approved the event to be
held on campus. I do think HESTEC serves a great need
and over the years has developed a reputation in the
community that has kept it alive,” Nevárez said.

HESTEC IMPACT

Over the years, HESTEC has brought more than 35,000
students, over 10,000 teachers and tens of thousands of
community members, mostly families, to the campus
and hundreds of corporations and organizations
looking to hire some of the University’s best and
brightest students.
Dr. Edwin LeMaster, retired UTPA dean of the former
College of Science and Engineering, believes HESTEC
had a significant influence on the number of South
Texas students pursuing STEM degrees at UTPA and
other campuses.
“We know more students are coming to our science
and engineering programs with college credit already
on their transcripts when they graduate from high

school. I am confident that many of the students go on
to other universities as well as UT Pan American and
are exceedingly well prepared because of their exposure
to the STEM fields by the HESTEC program,” LeMaster
said.
According to the UTPA Office of Institutional Research
and Effectiveness, the number of STEM majors increased
from 1,753 in 2000 to 2,771 in 2010 for a 58 percent
increase, about six percent a year – an increase far
greater than that of student enrollment at UTPA.
“This indicates that the growth in majors in science and
engineering makes a larger portion of the student body
at UTPA over the past 10 years. HESTEC deserves credit
in building the pipeline of students coming to UTPA
who want to go into the STEM fields,” LeMaster said.
Former UTPA GEAR UP director Dr. Martha Cantu,
who currently serves as the UTPA interim vice president
for student affairs, said HESTEC events like Community
Day, Student Leadership Day and Latina Day inspire the
young attendees and their parents, which for most is the
first time they are stepping foot onto a college campus.
“I think when they hear these success stories they can
see themselves in that individual, and I think that is
important because it makes that dream attainable,”
Cantu said. “I hope that we have changed some lives.”
(To learn about some of HESTEC’s success stories, read
page 20.)

IT TAKES A VILLAGE

For Jessica Salinas, director of university events, leading
the HESTEC program for the past two years has been
a dream come true. “In all honesty I feel like I am part
of the changing momentum for the future generation. I
think that is what I am most proud of,” she said.
Since HESTEC is a self-sustaining program, Salinas said
sponsorships – from national companies and federal
agencies that believe in HESTEC’s mission – are critical
to the success of the program. From the first HESTEC,
several companies have been the program’s pioneers:
AT&T, The Boeing Company, Coca-Cola Refreshments,
H-E-B, IBM Corporation, International Bank of
Commerce and Lockheed Martin Corporation. Since
HESTEC’s inception, more than $4 million in gifts and
in-kind contributions have been made by sponsors, with
a percentage going to UTPA scholarships.

“We know

more

students
are coming
to our
science and
engineering
programs...
exceedingly
well
prepared
because
of their
exposure to
the STEM
fields by
the HESTEC
program.

”

- Dr. Ed
LeMaster

Former Dean,
College of Science
& Engineering

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE

What is next for this program? Hinojosa said for it
to go national. “I’ve been the wind to the sail of this
effort that has been so successful that it has become a
national model and was included in the reauthorization
act of higher education signed in 2008, which created a
program called YES (Youth Engaged
in STEM). That is going to replicate the HESTEC
model in 10 other universities and we hope that
will start by next year,” Hinojosa said.
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HESTEC SUCCESS

LILIAN PEREZ Gaona
economedes HS, ‘06
W

hen Lilian Perez Gaona attended UTPA’s Hispanic
Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC)
Week with fellow students from Economedes High School in
Edinburg, she learned she had endless possibilities.
Perez attended HESTEC just about every year as a student in
the Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs (GEAR UP) at Economedes High School and
recalled participating in robotics competitions and other
activities. But it was the stories she heard from women who
came to campus for Latina Day about how they overcame
obstacles to earn college degrees and secure successful careers
that encouraged her to pursue her dreams. “I thought, ‘If they
can do it, why can’t I,’” Perez said.
Perez said she’s always had a love for math and through
attending HESTEC she discovered engineering. But the
weeklong conference and all of its activities also introduced
her to other fields of study. “I knew what I wanted to do, I just
didn’t know how to go about doing it,” she said. “When I went
to those events I could hear other people’s stories who have
been successful. So you start thinking ... you start researching
more.”
Perez, now a 23-year-old trade coordinator with a brokerage
firm for Limited Brands – the parent company of six store
chains including Bath and Body Works and Victoria’s Secret –
graduated from Economedes High School in 2006 and attended
Ohio State University on a Bill and Melinda Gates Millennium
Scholarship. She originally planned to study civil engineering
but switched her major to business administration because she
preferred her math classes to her sciences courses.“I explored
the background of what those business classes were like because
of HESTEC,” she said, adding that her experiences at HESTEC
taught her to research different career options and interests.
While attending Ohio State, Perez was able to study abroad in
Hong Kong and have four internships with different companies.
She landed her job at Limited Brands after she graduated
from college in 2010 with a bachelor’s degree in business
administration.
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CARLOS T. RAMOS JR.
RIVERA HS, ‘05
I

n 2004, Carlos T. Ramos Jr. received a “really nice laptop” as
a member of a three-man team that won the robotics vehicle
competition at HESTEC.
However, Ramos, then 17 and a senior at Rivera High School
in Brownsville, said he gained more than a new computer
when his team was able to program their robot to successfully
navigate through a maze and stop in front of a light bulb.
“It was intimidating but exciting. Fulfilling that challenge set
me to the notion that ‘OK, I can solve problems that I thought
I couldn’t until I tried them,’” Ramos said. “I thought it was
a good analogy working with a Lego car that goes through a
maze and using science to solve other types of issues.”
Ramos went on to attend UT Pan American, graduating
in 2009 with a bachelor’s degree in biology and a minor in
chemistry. He is now a third-year medical student at The
University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) at Galveston,
where he will graduate in 2013.
Last year, Ramos was one of 19 students selected nationwide
to participate in an internship program sponsored by NASA’s
National Space Biomedical Research Institute (NSBRI).
He applied to the program when he learned UTMB has one of
only two civilian aerospace medicine programs in the country.
Although his intent was to become a surgeon, he applied to the
program to learn more about the opportunities for specialists
known as flight surgeons.
“Every kid at one point grows up wanting to be an astronaut for
NASA, and I’m no exception. Being able to combine my love
for medicine with this type of dream is amazing,” said Ramos,
who is still weighing his choices of a specialty.
When he returns to HESTEC this year, he will attend as an
invited speaker to talk about how far he’s come since HESTEC
2004. He said he knows what he’d like to tell students attending
HESTEC 2011.
“I will tell students that I came from a high school in the Valley.
I did not come from some place far away,” he said.
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I can’t promise you a job after
college, but I can promise you an
exciting career if you choose math

HESTEC is a terrific
example of a program that
reaches into its community
to promote science,
technology, engineering and
math careers among young
people and their families.

and science.

Former CEO
SBC Communications, Inc.

Dr. Arden L. Bement Jr.
Former Director
National Science Foundation

HESTEC provides a unique and
valuable opportunity to focus on
the important contribution Latino
students can make to strengthen
the United States’ leadership as
an innovation nation.

There are opportunities
that can link teachers,

HESTEC SUCCESS

Edward E. Whitacre Jr.

students and parents by using
technology. Embrace these
tools. Don’t be afraid
of them.

Michael Dell
Rex Tillerson
President and CEO
ExxonMobil Corp.

Chairman and CEO
Dell Computer Corp.
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Meet the

HESTEC
celebrities

1. Discovery Channel’s
Mythbusters (2007)
2. Actor Efren Ramirez (2006)
3. NASA Astronaut
Michael Fossum (2006)
4. Actors Valente Rodriguez
and Belita Moreno (2007)
5. Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi (2007)
6. Comedian Paul Rodriguez (2006)
7. Actress Rita Moreno (2003)
8. NASA Astronaut
Ellen Ochoa (2003)
9. Actor Edward James Olmos (2002)
10. Entertainer Vikki Carr (2005)
11. Actor Cheech Marin (2005)
12. Educator Jaime Escalante (2002)
13. Entertainer Billy Ray Cyrus (2007)
14. Network Anchor
José Díaz-Balart (2006)
15. NASA Astronaut
Alan Bean (2002)
16. Olympic Speed Skater
Derek Parra (2003)
17. Actor Mario Lopez (2004)
18. Dell CEO Michael Dell (2002)
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Bronc
Profile
Krysta Freitas
Class of 2015

Meet UTPA Bronc newcomer Krysta Freitas, no. 12 on the volleyball
squad, who came to Edinburg, Texas all the way from one of the hottest travel destinations in the world, Hawaii. The freshman, who plays
right side/outside hitter for the Bronc Volleyball team, is a native of
Waianae, Hawaii, known for its hidden beaches and close community.
Freitas is majoring in criminal justice at UTPA and has been playing
the sport of volleyball since elementary school and started playing competitively almost five years ago.

As a native of Hawaii, what was
your transition like to South Texas?

My transition from Hawaii to South Texas was actually very easy. I prepared myself to leave Hawaii in the beginning of my sophomore year,
so when the time came, it was a very smooth process.

Black Tie & Tennies
2011 Women’s Athletics Fundraiser

Lace up on Oct. 8

7 p.m., Shary Mansion,
Palmhurst, Texas.
Tickets: $50 per person
Attire: Formal wear and your
favorite pair of tennis shoes.
That’s right, sneakers.
Join us for a black tie event, with a unique twist to support
female Bronc student-athletes. Wear your most dapper tux or
elegant gown, pair them with a great pair of fabulous sneakers and enjoy a fun and relaxing evening that benefits scholarships and provides additional competitive resources for all
seven of UTPA’s women’s sport programs. The “Black Tie &
Tennies” gala, hosted by the UT Pan American Department
of Intercollegiate Athletics, will feature an evening filled with
live music, a fashion show and both a live and silent auction.
Hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, beer and wine will be served.
To purchase tickets or for a sponsorship package, contact
UTPA Athletics’ Director of Corporate Sponsorships and
Ticket Sales Chelsea Blakely at (956) 665-2205 or by email
at crblakely@utpa.edu.

When deciding where to attend
college, why did you choose UTPA?

To be honest, my main reason for choosing UTPA is the weather.
I got many offers from schools on the East Coast that provided
the same benefits UTPA offered, but I never could picture myself
in cold weather. The weather at UTPA is somewhat like Hawaii, it
barely gets cold, and I can’t forget the palm trees.

What is the best thing
about UTPA volleyball?

The best thing for me is the traveling. As a student-athlete, I like
the fact that we get to travel to different states during the season.

What makes volleyball such
AN appealing game to play?

The mental and emotional aspect of it appeals to me. Yes, volleyball is very physical to an extent, but it’s not until you play
the real game of volleyball do you realize how much of a mental
game it truly is. As I started to play competitively, I had realized
this concept quickly. I had to learn how to control my emotions
as well as my skills at the same time. This made me not only appreciate the game, but I became addicted to a game that is 10%
physical and 90% mental.

What are your goals this season?

As a newcomer to the team, my goals for this season are to play
my game mentally and physically, try to earn a starting position,
and become a leader. Some of these goals don’t sound or seem
like something a freshman would say, but I think anything is possible if I work and strive for it.
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Golf Champs in the house
For a second time in three years, the UTPA Women’s Golf
Team brought home the PGA Minority Collegiate Golf Championship in May. After shooting a final round total of 304 to
hold off Hampton University of Virginia by two strokes, the
women scored the fifth all-time championship title for the
UTPA women’s golf program at Port St. Lucie, Fla. The Bronc
women finished with a team total of 921 at the 25th annual
event. Senior Haley Hocott finished with a three-day total of
227 and tied for second for the women’s individual title. The
UTPA men finished in second place, behind Bethune-Cookman University, after a final round total of 298.

Bronc Briefs
WE’RE STILL DIVISION 1

After spending a year conducting an intensive
self-study that included dozens of individuals
working thousands of hours to complete it,
UT Pan American finally received the good
news they were waiting for from the National
Collegiate Athletic Association in August
– the NCAA recertification of the Bronc’s
athletics program as a Division I institution.

The NCAA not only approved recertification of the program, it
also praised the University for running a successful and NCAAcompliant program. The yearlong study, conducted every 10
years as part of the NCAA Division I athletics certification
program, looks at governance and commitment to rules
compliance, academic integrity, gender and diversity issues
and student-athlete well-being. NCAA Division I members
originally approved its certification program during its 1993
convention. UTPA conducted self-studies in 1994-1995 and in
2000-2002.
“I think it solidifies the fact that UTPA Athletics is a major part
of the academic mission of the University,” UTPA Director of
Athletics Chris King said. “There are a number of different areas
in the NCAA’s certification: academics, compliance, diversity,
equity and student-athlete welfare issues, and the main part of
certification is to make sure that you’re meeting all the operating
principles of what the NCAA requires, and we’ve done that.”

ACHIEVING A MILESTONE

The 2010-11 academic year proved to be filled with many
achievements for the UTPA Athletic Department in both
athletics and academics according to an annual report released
by Director of Athletics Chris King. The report documents a
variety of accomplishments and initiatives attained by UTPA
student-athletes, coaches and administrative staff during the
previous year. It also includes successes in athletics, academics
and community initiatives. In addition to establishing
numerous school records and enjoying Great West Conference
recognition, the Broncs once again maintained academic
performances that exceeded the marks of the general student
body at UTPA. Specifically, the Annual Report highlights a
Federal Graduation Rate for Bronc student-athletes 17 percent
higher than the rate for the general student population.

MARKS IS ‘BEST COACH IN AMERICA’

Bronc Coach Ryan Marks was in the national spotlight during
the month of July for 96 hours when he was
shadowed by CBSsports.com columnist Jeff
Goodman, who was on assignment to show
the opposite worlds that high-major coaches
and low-major coaches like Marks, operate in
during the July evaluation period. For those
who missed the blogs and want to read about
how Goodman learned to appreciate the
struggles faced by the low-major coaches and grew to assess
Marks as “one of the best coaches in America,” check out Road
Trip with Goodman and Parrish at CBSsports.com.

Home Schedule

All home games are played at UTPA Fieldhouse.
Oct. 8, 2 p.m.

Nov. 19, TBD

Women’s Volleyball vs.
*Houston Baptist

Men’s Basketball vs. Texas State

Oct. 13, 7 p.m.

Men’s Basketball vs.
University of Toledo

Women’s Volleyball vs.
*Utah Valley

Oct. 15, 2 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs.
*North Dakota

Oct. 18, 6 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs.
Texas Southern

Oct. 22, 2 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs.
Huston-Tillotson

Oct. 23. 2 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs.
New Mexico

Nov. 3, 7 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs. *New
Jersey Institute of Technology

Nov. 4, 7 p.m.
(Exhibition Game)
Women’s Basketball vs.
Texas A&M Kingsville

Nov. 5, 2 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs.
*Chicago State

Nov. 18, TBD
Women’s Basketball
vs. Texas State

Nov. 18, TBD
Men’s Basketball vs. University
of South Carolina Upstate

Nov. 20, TBD

Nov. 22, 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs.
Victory University

Dec. 7, TBD

Women’s Basketball vs.
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

Dec. 10, 4:30 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs.
Stephen F. Austin

Dec. 10, 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs.
Texas A&M International

Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs.
Huston-Tillotson

Dec. 15, 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Wentworth
Institute of Technology

Dec. 28, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs.
UT Arlington

Dec. 29, 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs.
UT Arlington

Dec. 31, 1 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs.
Tulane University
* Great West Conference contest
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By Greg Selber

Getting
The Family

Back

Together:

Bronc Baseball Reunion Set For Fall
By Greg Selber

H

e figures it’s the least he can do, after the
program provided him expert training in
coaching from the best of the best, kept him motivated to stay in school (where he met his future
wife) and gave him the life skills/tools he has used
to become a successful businessman.
Yes, there are many reasons why former Bronc
Sean Moes is hammering away at organizing the
UTPA baseball alumni weekend, to be staged at
the end of October. Let him tell you all about it.
“This thing started up in earnest in July, but a
group of us had been talking about doing it since
last year,” said the Nebraska native who was a
Bronc bullpen catcher in the early 1990s and eventually a coach with both UTPA and the Edinburg
Roadrunners and Rio Grande Valley WhiteWings.
“Bottom line, I think it’s time to get the family
back together. I enjoyed my time with the team so
much, and I want to help people get re-involved.
This was once an outstanding program, and it’s on
the way back, so we want to spread the word about
everything.”
Moes, a land developer living in McAllen, is full of
stories detailing his exploits at the University, and
speaks highly of former coaches Al Ogletree and
Reggie Treadway, legends of the diamond still.
“I want all the exes and folks who are interested in
the program to come back and visit with Coach Al,
because he is one of the greats of college baseball,”
said Moes, who noted that close to 300 e-mails and
calls have gone out to former Broncs in preparation for a weekend that will include a dinner, golf
tournament, home run derby, and hopefully a
ball game Saturday night, Oct. 29. “The man has
done so much for so many people, he and Coach
Treadway molded so many of us into the men we
are today. I think it’s a natural to get people reinvolved.”

With the table set, and the University anticipating
its first bats and balls reunion in nearly a decade,
the main drill is communication.
“This is the first deal, so it is sort of hit or miss,”
Moes admitted. “But the fact is, I am getting a ton
of interest, baseball is like a fraternity, and I think
with a little work, we can fine-tune this thing and
make it an annual event.”
When he was in college, Moes roomed with outfielder Travis Stolle, whom he expects to show up
in Edinburg for the weekend; he recently learned
through Facebook that his wife and Stolle’s will be
running in the same marathon this fall up in San
Antonio. Small world just got smaller. In college,
Moes worked for a time with the father of former
Bronc righty Tim Haines, and later coached
Haines. There’s that closeness angle once again.
“It’s the way Bronc baseball has always been, and
we want to get the family back together again,” he
reiterated. “Heck, when I was working my way up
with Pan Am, from manager to bullpen catcher
and eventually assistant coach, Coach Al used
to come to my kid’s birthday parties. See what I
mean?”
For more information about the Bronc Baseball
reunion weekend, call (956) 793-2581.

“It’s the

way Bronc
baseball
has always
been, and
we want
to get the
family
back
together
again.”

-sean moes

Former Bronc
Baseball Player

As for the current regime, Moes has strong kudos
for Coach Manny Mantrana, in his third year at
the helm of the club, saying that he and his staff
have welcomed
him and
buddies
back
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Rodriguez Jr. (BA ’60) of Edinburg stroll down “Memory Lane.”
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Where are they now?
1960s

CARLOS VELA (BS ’67) was inducted into the
2011 class of the RGV Sports
Hall of Fame on June 18 for his
legendary status as one of the
finest track and field coaches in
the Valley. A record-setting miler who was also a great quarterback for the PSJA Bears,
Carlos earned his degrees from
Pan American College and coached track and
field for 27 years, mainly at his alma mater PSJA.
His PSJA teams won 10 district titles and he was
named Coach of the Year 10 times. He continues
to support Valley track and field to this day as a
meet referee.
PETE VELA (BA ’69) was recently inducted into
the Texas High School Athletic Directors Hall of
Honor in Fort Worth. A longtime
athletic director at Weslaco
ISD, 1994-2004, Pete was one
of four inducted into the elite
group for 2011 and overall is
one of 93 members installed
since 1981. Previous to his AD
position, Pete, was head coach of the Mercedes
Tigers and head coach and athletic coordinator
for the McAllen Memorial Mustangs.

1970s

DR. ANA MARIA RODRIGUEZ (M.Ed. ’73)
retired on August 31 after 35 years of serving
UT Pan American. Ana Maria held the senior vice
provost for academic affairs
for undergraduate studies at
the University and twice served
as interim provost and vice
president for academic affairs.
She also spent the past three
decades training educators
to become effective teachers and counselors.
In 2006 she was appointed the first UT System
Academic Fellow and worked with the UT System
Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
on a new initiative to enhance faculty leadership
development within the UT System.
GLORIA DE LEON (BS ’74), co-founder and
executive vice president of the National Hispanic
Institute, was honored May 14 with an honorary doctoral degree from Austin College. NHI
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provides young Latinos with opportunities to
envision themselves as future community leaders.
Gloria, a Rio Grande Valley native, is also a UTPA
Distinguished Alumna.

1980s

DR. ROGELIO SAENZ (BSW ’81), sociologist
and social demographer, began
a new journey in his career
as dean of The University of
Texas at San Antonio College
of Public Policy on June 1. He
previously served as head of
the Department of Sociology at
Texas A&M University.
CARLOS RUBINSTEIN (BS ’82) was unanimously confirmed this spring by the Texas Senate
to serve as one of three commissioners of the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ),
the state’s top environmental
agency. Carlos, previously
served as deputy executive
director of the agency and
prior to that was area director
for the Border and South
Central Texas area, and regional director for
the Harlingen and Laredo offices, two of the
agency’s 17 statewide satellite office sites.
During that time he also served as the Rio
Grande Watermaster.
ELIAS LONGORIA JR. (BBA ’85), a Lone Star
National Bank senior vice president and longtime
community volunteer, was elected in May to serve
on Edinburg’s City Council. In his newly elected
position, Elias said he wants to “protect all that’s
good about Edinburg.”
KEVIN STUTZ (BBA ’86) was appointed a
regional vice president for Meeder Financial, a national investment management firm that manages
over $5 billion in assets. With over 20 years of
experience in financial services, Kevin will manage
Meeder’s mutual fund allocation portfolios as well
as retirement plan solutions to financial intermediaries in the south central territory.

T E X A S - P A N

A M E R I C A N

DONALD GUILLOT (’87),
once an all-state quarterback
for the Port Isabel Tarpons,
was inducted into the RGV
Sports Hall of Fame June 18.
While at UTPA, Donald was a
Bronc baseball player who set
an NCAA stolen base record
that still stands (107 in 1987) today. Donald,
who played for the Oakland A’s organization, also
holds four single-season records for the Broncs
and in career numbers is number one in steals,
hits, runs and games played.
J.D. MATA (BA ’88) of McAllen, who now lives
in North Hollywood, Calif., was
cast for a part on the HBO
drama series “True Blood,”
which aired July 31, where he
played a medicine man named
“Tio Luca.” J.D. is not only an
actor, he is also an independent
filmmaker, musician and a choir
director. Independent films he has produced
include “Pan Dulce” and “The Divorce Company.”

1990s

XAVIER GARZA (BFA ’94), a
nationally recognized author and
artist, this summer came back
to where it all started for him –
the Rio Grande Valley and UT
Pan American – to share his life
experiences and works with the
University community. Xavier showcased his vivid
artwork on June 29 at the UTPA Clark Gallery.
Xavier is best known for bringing out the MexicanAmerican culture and traditions in his writings
and artwork. To date, he has published seven
children’s books including “Creepy Creatures
and Other Cucuys,” “Lucha Libre: The Man in The
Silver Mask: A Bilingual Cuento,” and his most recent “Maximillian and the Mystery of the Guardian
Angel: A Bilingual Lucha Libre Thriller.”
CARLOS E. ORTEGON (BA ’94) is currently
the presiding judge for the City of Alton, Texas,
and practices general areas of the law with a
concentration in criminal law at his firm Carlos E.
Ortegon, PC. A graduate of Thurgood Marshall
School of Law, he is married to Bianca Hinojosa-

Ortegon and they have two beautiful children,
Carlos E. Ortegon II (3 years old) and Gabriela
Elisa Ortegon (6 months old).
SANDY POLLOCK (BA ’95), owner of Casserole Queens, a food delivery
business in Austin, Texas, cowrote “The Casserole Queens
Cookbook,” a New York Times
Bestseller, with Crystal Cook,
her business partner. The
duo are nationally known for
“embracing 50s kitsch and
resurrecting the classic American casserole.”
Sandy had the opportunity to make a stop in
McAllen Sept. 4 during her 20-city book tour. The
Casserole Queens have appeared on The Today
Show and Throwdown! With Bobby Flay on the
Food Network.
EDGAR SANDOVAL (BA ’99), currently a
full-time writer at the New York Daily News, has
published his first book, “The New Face of Small
Town America,” a collection of his own articles
on the growing Latino immigrant population he
covered in Pennsylvania after he graduated from
UTPA.

2000s

CHARLIE ARISPE (BS
’02) and LIVIA (LOZANO)
ARISPE (BS ’02) announce
the birth of their daughter
Lilyana Arispe. Lilyana was
born April 4, 2011 in McAllen.
Livia is a teacher and coach
in the McAllen ISD and Charlie is also a teacher
and coach at Edcouch-Elsa ISD. He is currently
working on his master’s degree at UTPA and is
expected to graduate in December 2011.
BERT GARCIA (’03), a native of Edinburg,
was named the recipient of
the 2011 NBA Development
League Team Executive of the
Year Award in May for his leadership of the Rio Grande Valley
Vipers. This is Bert’s second
season as team president, but
fifth season overall. He is also the first Hispanic
team president in the NBA D-League.
ED MARKO (BGS ’03), a former Bronc pitcher,
was named assistant coach for the Youngstown
State University Penguins for the 2012 season.
He is expected to also serve as a pitching coach
and recruiting coordinator for the team. Ed was
previously employed as an associate scout for
the Colorado Rockies.
JOANN GAMA (MEd ’04)
was appointed by President
Barack Obama in May to
serve on a 15-member President’s Advisory Commission
on Educational Excellence
for Hispanics to begin the
task of improving educational opportunities and
outcomes for Hispanics. She is chief of schools
at IDEA Public Schools, a Rio Grande Valley
charter school system, which she co-founded in
1998. The public charter school system, which
began as an after-school program in Donna, now
expects to have 24 institutions on 12 sites from

Brownsville to Mission opened by fall 2012.
AARON M. GUERRA (BS ’06), a right-handed
pitcher for the Edinburg Roadrunners of the
United League Baseball, was named Rawlings
North American League Pitcher of the Week for
the week of June 5. This year, Aaron marks his
sixth season with the Roadrunners.
NORMA FLORES LOPEZ
(BA ’06) of the Association
of Farmworker Opportunity
Programs was featured on
“60 Minutes” in May in a
segment called “Farm Labor:
Children in the Fields.” If you
didn’t see the story then,
you can catch Norma talking about the issue of
children working in the fields on the CBS News
website at www.cbsnews.com.
BRIAN ALLEN CARR (BA ’07), a fictional writer,
earned a short story first prize from the Texas
Observer for his tale titled “The First Henley,”
which he calls a “Cowboy Myth tale intended to
poke fun at the Cowboy Myth.” Brian also published “Short Bus,” a collection of short stories in
spring 2011.
LORI ANN PRADO (BA ’08)
earned her Master of Arts in
Advertising from the Texas
AdGrad program at The University of Texas at Austin in May
2011. The Edinburg native was
recently promoted to account
assistant at EnviroMedia Social Marketing, an advertising agency famous for the “Don’t Mess With
Texas” campaign, as well as many other accounts
focusing on health and environmental marketing.
RAY SILVA (BGS ’09) was signed this summer to play with the Bridgeport Bluefish of the
independent Atlantic League. Ray previously
played with the El Paso Diablos of the American
Association and in 2009 and 2010 was with the
Edinburg Roadrunners of the United League. He
started his professional career in 2007 with St.
Louis Cardinals Rookie League affiliate Johnson
City of the Appalachian League. Out of UT Pan
American, the St. Louis Cardinals signed him as
an undrafted free agent in 2007.
ANNA MUNOZ (MAS ’10) was accepted to the
University of Michigan Master of Arts in Educational Studies program and awarded a $30,000
scholarship. Anna was the first UTPA student to
participate in the National Hispana Leadership
Institute this past fall.
ITZEL CRUZ (BBA ’11), a
McAllen native with a marketing degree, is traveling the
country in a 27-foot-long
hot dog as an Oscar Mayer
Wienermobile representative, dubbed a “hotdogger.”
Currently celebrating the Wienermobile’s 75th
anniversary, Itzel and a team of hotdoggers are
promoting the Oscar Mayer products and may be
headed to a town near you.
MELINDA SARMIENTO (BS ’11) earned AllAcademic Team honors from the U.S. Track and
Field and Cross Country Coaches Association

in August. The Progreso High School alumnus, a
stellar high jumper for the Broncs during the past
four years, was recognized among 663 studentathletes across the nation for their academic
status and competitive results at the most recent
NCAA Track and Field Championship. Melinda
ended her collegiate career at the 2011 West
Preliminary Round of the NCAA Outdoor Track
and Field Championships in May where she
cleared the 1.65-meter bar at the meet. She
also earned the title of Great West Conference
Outdoor Champion with a leap of 1.75 meters
in Orem, Utah, earlier that month; this jump
ranked her in 62nd place nationally by the end
of the season. Her highest ranking this year was
obtained in early April, when she ranked 54th on
the NCAA leader board.

BRONCS WE’LL MISS
MARSHALL ROGERS
(BS ’76), a high school AllAmerican and the fifth alltime leading scorer in Bronc
Basketball history, passed away
June 15 at the age of 57 from
diabetes in St. Louis. Marshall,
who played with the Broncs
from 1974-1976, continues to hold records that
stand today.
JOSE E. CHAPA SR., who attended Pan
American College, passed away Aug. 7. Chapa
ranched and farmed in San Manuel, Texas, his
entire life. Joe received the Distinguished Service
Award from the Pan American Alumni Association for his years of service, 1952-1965, when
he served as a regent and president of the Board
of Regents while guiding the institution from a
junior college to a four-year college. He was also
instrumental in creating the campus in the location where it stands today.

Faculty & Staff
DR. GEORGE EYAMBE, an
associate professor in the Clinical Laboratory Sciences Program, passed away June 18.
He had been with UTPA since
1998 and primarily taught clinical microbiology and immunology and some courses in the
Physician Assistant Studies Program. Throughout
his career, he received many awards including
the UTPA Outstanding Teaching Achievement
Award in 2000. He was most notably responsible
for securing funding for the Regional Biotech
Program’s mobile lab, which traveled to school
districts throughout the Rio Grande Valley to provide hands-on learning experiences for students
in grades fifth through 12th.

YOU HAVE NEWS?
WE WANT IT.
UTPA wants to hear from you and find out what
you have been up to since graduation. Send us
your news and photos about what is going on in
your professional and personal life. Email us at
losarcos@utpa.edu. Please include your degree
and graduation year with your information.
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Friday, Feb. 17

A Magical Evening Among the
Stars: Alumni Gala
Spend an elegant evening with
fellow alumni and guests as we
honor ourtstanding alums and
devoted friends for their service
and dedication to The University
of Texas-Pan American. Cocktails,
dining and entertainment. 
Place: TBA
Time: 6:30-11 p.m.
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Saturday, Feb. 18

50+ Reunion Luncheon – Class of 1962 and Earlier
Join UT Pan American President Robert S. Nelsen in celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the Class of 1962 and honoring all those who graduated more
than 50 years ago. During the luncheon, eligible alumni will be inducted into
the UTPA 50 Year Club. If you are eligible for membership – or know someone
who is – please contact the Office of Alumni Relations at (956) 665-2500.
Place: UT Pan American
Time: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Bronc Madness Tailgate
Get your game on and join Broncs – old and new – at this pre-game tailgate.
Please contact the Office of Alumni Relations if you’d like to be on the planning
committee (956) 665-2500.
Place: UTPA Fieldhouse Parking lot
Time: 5 p.m.
Bronc Hoops
Cheer for the Men’s Basketball team as they take on Chicago State University in
a Great West Conference matchup. The first 500 fans in attendance will receive
Bronc giveaways to help you show your Bronc spirit.
Place: UTPA Fieldhouse
Time:
A
S - P7Ap.m.
N A M E R I C A N

Thank You
to our donors
For your Generous Gifts
Received between
September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011

$500,000 to $1,000,000

Sid W. Richardson Foundation

Louis C. Draper Family Trust*

$20,000 to $49,999

Margaret L. Draper Survivor’s Living Trust*

$100,000 to $499,999

Doctors Hospital at Renaissance
The Long Foundation

UT Pan American Foundation

International Women’s Board

Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and
Helen C. Kleberg Foundation

Raytheon

Maria Salome Peck Estate and Trust*

The Welch Foundation
Texas Instruments

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation
AT&T Foundation
Lockheed Martin
Robert A. McAllen and
Margaret Looney McAllen
Friends of the McAllen Public Library

$50,000 to $99,999
H-E-B Grocery Co.
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
TXU Energy
ExxonMobil Foundation
UT Pan American Alumni Association
Marathon Oil Corporation
Guerra Brothers Successors, Ltd.

Northrop Grumman Corporation
Motorola, Inc./Motorola Foundation
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
The Raul Tijerina Jr. Foundation
Glenna Gromek Charitable Trust*
Lack’s Valley Stores, LTD
Time Warner Cable
State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Co.
American Chemical Society
Ed Rachal Foundation
Halliburton Foundation
Lon D. Kruger and Barbara A. Kruger
Verizon Foundation

McAllen Anesthesia Consultants/Lawrence
Gelman

$5,000 to $19,999

The John G. and Maria Stella Kenedy
Memorial Foundation

Target Corporation

MDI Resource

Clark Insurance Agency/Kirk A. Clark
and Jeri C. Clark

Wanda L. Boush

Shell Oil Company

Chevron Corporation

DRS Technical Services

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

Ayleen P. Wilcox Testamentary Trust*
Coca-Cola Enterprises

James E. Odom III and Janice K. Odom
Frost National Bank
SpawGlass, Inc./SpawGlass Foundation
Carol Rausch
Xerox Corporation
Floyd M. Cunningham Jr. and
Mary A. Cunningham
BBVA Compass Bank/BBVA
Compass Foundation
Daniel Yturria Butler ‘70 and
Shirley Kay Butler ‘70
Margaret R. Craun
Robert S. Nelsen and Jody Nelsen
International Bank of Commerce
Tony Sanchez ‘83 and
Evelyn Marie Sanchez ‘84
Dalia de la Garza
Farm Credit Bank of Texas
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
(Procter & Gamble)
Alvaro J. Iglesias Jr. ‘81 and
Norma Alvarez Iglesias ‘81
Carlos Manrique de Lara and
Stephanie Manrique
Joe Ramirez and Sylvia Ramirez
Tocker Foundation
Toyota Motor Engineering &
Manufacturing North America Inc.
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Honor roll of Donors
La Muñeca Cattle Co.

Fred F. Grahmann and Sherre Grahmann

Loring Cook Foundation

DRS Defense Solutions, LLC

Yvonne L. Anderson

Doug Matney and Dolores Matney

Mission Regional Medical Center

National Student Speech Language
Hearing Association

Natural Soil Solutions LLC

Chuck W. Mann and Sandy Mann

Ruben R. Cardenas and
Dardanella G. Cardenas

Simons Foundation
Daniel Martinez Jr. ‘78 and
Maria Teresa Martinez

American Library Association
COSTEP

Butler Signature Events, L.L.C.

James A. McAllen Jr. and
Katherine C. McAllen

Paul Sale
Ashley Pediatrics/Subhash C. Bose
and Sarojini Bose

Ed Rivera
Jose Patricio Sanchez ‘99

Edward H. Muñoz and Susan Muñoz
Texas Valley Communities Foundation
RGV Community Foundation
Valley Retina Institute/Victor H. Gonzalez
and Sandra C. Gonzalez

Katharine D. Werber

United Launch Alliance
Norma Linda Villarreal ‘85
Martha M. Tevis
Gustavo Zapata ‘61 and Rosa Serna Zapata ‘63

Modesto Padilla and
Yvette Cardenas Padilla ‘00
Lee’s Pharmacy
Saint-Gobain Corporation Foundation
The Social Club Restaurant
Atlas & Hall, L.L.P.
Carlos X. Guerra Sr. ‘11 and Sister Guerra ‘74
State Employee Charitable Campaign
F. Neal Runnels and Gayle S. Runnels

Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.

Enrique J. Saldana Jr. and Sara C. Saldana

Alice G. K. K. East

Kidiatric Therapy Services

Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation

UTPA Alumni Association - Houston Chapter

Hector Aleman ‘90 and
Lydia Pedraza Aleman ‘87

R.A.S. Masonry, LLC

David C. Loman and
Rachael Arriaga Loman ‘72

James W. Collins Family Foundation

G. R. Ranganath and Lidia Ranganath
Southern Steel Fabricators

Andra E. Brooks ‘79

MatchPlay Technologies

Danny’s Incorporated

John A. Gerling and Rebecca H. Gerling

G & S Glass, Inc./Gustavo Casas and
and Sandra L. Casas

Hidalgo County Bar Association

Palm City Painting, Inc.

Albert L. Jeffers and Mary Lea Jeffers

Shah Eye Center

Tony A. Fossas Jr. and Purisma C Fossas

Lifetime Investments Partnership/John
Schrock Sr. and Shirley Schrock

Tom Wilkins ‘64 and Geen Giese Wilkins ‘70

Julio C. Rodriguez ‘78 and
Rosie Figueroa Rodriguez ‘80

Alfred J. Marks Jr.* and Charlotte Marks
Marian F. Monta

3M Corporation

Ed LeMaster and Jane LeMaster ‘86

Michael A. Gorena ‘98 and
Maria E. Gorena ‘99

Timothy P. Mottet and Ricardo Gonzalez

Tyson Foods, Inc.

$1,000 to $4,999
Cullen R. Looney and Carol Lynn Looney

L & F Distributors
Cecilia J. Longoria
Kenneth Landrum and Carolyn C. Landrum
Frank A. Smith and Joyce G. Smith ‘63

Morgan Talbot and Jane Talbot ‘74

Hamer Enterprises/William C. Hamer ‘74
and Jodi E. Hamer ‘04

Christopher A. King and Alicia M. King

Robert Seaman Jr. and Darlene Seaman

José K. Skinner and Melynda C. Nuss

Armando Reyes and
Velinda Villarreal Reyes ‘94

Sloan Valve Company

Black & Decker

John A. Edwards and Jeannell C. Edwards

Belinda Gonzalez ‘89

Larry D. Fallek and Patricia L. Fallek ‘79

Halff Associates

Rajdeep S. Kakar and Laura Garcia Kakar ‘08

Insurance Council of Texas

Theresa Barrera

Michael R. Padgett ‘74 and
Susan Smith-Padgett ‘77

Border Capital Bank

Pharaoh C. Thompson Foundation
David O. Adame and Dee Dee Adame

Sidney P. Brown and Cynthia A. Brown ‘98
Cayetano E. Barrera and
Yolanda De La Garza Barrera
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
John D. Sargent and Linda Matthews
Ernesto C. Guerra Jr. and Marty Guerra
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True Gert Cattle Company
Richard Zuniga and Maria A. Zuniga ‘88

Ryan H. Marks

CCA TEXAS

Armando A. Perez ‘93 and
Corina Aguilar Perez ‘95

T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y

O F

The Brown Foundation Inc.
Roy Chen

Charles A. Sorber and Linda Sorber
Paul L. Mitchell and Josefa Garcia Mitchell ‘86
Bob H. Lim and Yvonne M. Lim
John William Sigrist ‘78
Everhard & Company/Kenneth A. Everhard
Jim Langabeer and Susan Griffith
Rafael Rodriguez

Bill Ellis Jr. and Patricia G. Ellis ‘99

Mauricio A. Salinas ‘96 and
Marissa Borrego Salinas ‘03

F.M. Cattle Company

Amy Absher

Juan C. Gonzalez ‘83

Azucena Almanza ‘77

Richard D. Hudsonpillar and
Carol A. Hudsonpillar

Alejandro R. Badia and Vivian Badia

T E X A S - P A N

A M E R I C A N

Bert Ogden Chevrolet, Inc.

Honor roll of Donors
Border Health, P.A.C.

Innovative Block of South Texas, LTD.

Edwards Abstract & Title, Ltd.

Charlie Clark Nissan/Charlie Clark

Havidán Rodríguez and Rosa Lopez

El Tigre Food Stores

City of Edinburg

ALPS Electric, Inc.

Genco

Robbie J. Ramirez ‘06

Bert J. Forthuber ‘54 and
Gertrude K. Forthuber

Alter D. Holand and
Maralessa Propst Holand ‘72

Roger James Vitko and Jolene A. Vitko

G.E. Roney Investments/Glen E. Roney
and Rita K. Roney ‘02

Humanities Texas

Ricardo A. Ramirez ‘94
and Viola L. Ramirez

JSCH Investments LLC/John Schrock Sr.
and Shirley Schrock

Al Beltran ‘75 and Mariaelena Beltran ‘73
IBM International Foundation

Thomas Gregory ‘79 and Pamela L. Gregory

Crystal Lazcano ‘05

Humberto Rodriguez Sr. ‘75
and Norma M. Rodriguez

Art E. Guerra Jr. ‘65 and Barbara J. Guerra

David Garza ‘70 and Cris Garza ‘69

Manuel Guerra III and Ana Guerra
Sam Hargis and Gay Hargis

Lloyd Bentsen Family Foundation
Looney-Montgomery Foundation
Luke Fruia Motors
Gilbert S. Maldonado ‘02

Joel J. Vargas ‘99
Rio Grande Valley Psychological Association

James A. McAllen Sr.
and Frances W. McAllen

Bernardo De La Garza and
Alma De La Garza ‘77

Nurses That Care Home Health Care Services

Luis M. Yzaguirre Jr.
and Carmen E. Yzaguirre

Bill C. Robertson and Susanne J. Robertson
Senator Judith Zaffirini Campaign
The Senior Ambassador of the
Rio Grande Valley
The Sportsman

Heinrich D. Foltz and Laleh Asgharian ‘97
AA Trading, LLC
DIRTT Environmental Solutions, Inc.
First National Bank Group, Inc.
S.G. Vincentnathan and Lynn Vincentnathan

TD Industries
Valley Medical Arts Clinic
Volvo Rents/Osvaldo Garcia Jr.

Walker & Twenhafel, LLP
Workplace Resource, LLC

Mathew A. Genz
Deborah Ann Gilchrist ‘02

Jim Henderson ‘67 and
Karen Henderson ‘65
Kyle L. Jones
Karla’s Jewelry and Home Decor
Long Chilton, LLP
Jorge Vidal and Karen Lozano
Lynn Lee dba Dairy Queen/Robert Lozano
and Laurie Lozano
McAllen Construction, Inc.
Mark S. Newman
Coilin Owens and Julianne Mahler Owens
Rodolfo Nestor Perez Jr. and
Margaret Braun Perez ‘89

A & L Athletics

Raemon Polk and Mary Ann Linnard Polk ‘76

$500 to $999

Gordon K. Jenkins ‘78 and
Catherine E. Jenkins

R.B. Carter Agency

Maggie Hinojosa

Richard G. Costello

Danielle Marie Reed

Richard Trevino Jr. ‘80 and Yvonne Trevino

Donald G. Strong and Rebecca Strong

Santa Fe-East Partners, Ltd./Alice G. K. K. East

Four Seasons Produce, Inc.

Carmen Lara ‘75

Kevin W. Cruthirds ‘95 and Patricia Cruthirds

Dale B. Winter ‘74

Jones & Crane

Texas Society of Allied Health Professionals

John David Franz ‘81 and Annette Franz

Cole Abbott Jr. and Maricruz Abbott

William J. Mitchell and
Cynthia Sylvia Mitchell ‘90

Aguaworks

Kenneth F. Wells and Sibyl R. Wells

Fred J. Cappadona Jr. and
Josie C. Cappadona ‘74
Brent A. Woolley and Marilyn C. Woolley ‘80
Omar J. Cantu ‘86 and Martha A. Cantu ‘85
Andres J. Medina ‘06
Alhambra
Frank Smith Toyota

Calvin Bentsen and Marge Bentsen

Ernesto Santos
The Houstonian Golf & Country Club
Valley Town Crier
Vermeer Equipment of Texas
Willette & Guerra, LLP
Yodor Inc.
* Indicates deceased

Boggus Motor Sales, Inc.
Jesus M. Castellano and Josefa T. Castellano
Lucrecia Lopez Cavazos ‘55
Charles Clark Chevrolet Co.
Helen P. Draeger
Edinburg Economic
Development Corporation

To learn how you can become a part of UT Pan American’s donor family,
please contact the Development Office at (956) 665-5301 or email development@utpa.edu.
We make every effort to ensure that our listing is accurate and apologize for any oversight. Should you wish to report a correction,
or for more information, please contact the Development Office at (956) 665-5301 or email development@utpa.edu
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PRESIDENT’s CiRCLE

Founding and Charter Members

GOLD CIRCLE - $5,000

Subhash and Sarojini Bose
(Ashley Pediatrics)
Victor H. and Sandra C. Gonzalez*
Carlos and Stephanie Manrique*
Robert and Jody Nelsen*
Joe and Sylvia Ramirez*
John and Shirley Schrock*

SILVER CIRCLE - $2,500

Ruben and Dardanella G. Cardenas
Edward H. and Susan E. Muñoz*
Janice and James E. Odom*
Julio C. and Rosie Rodriguez
Melynda Nuss and José Skinner*

BRONZE CIRCLE – $1,000

Lydia P. and Hector Aleman
Alejandro R. and Vivian Badia
Theresa Barrera*
Cynthia J. and Sidney P. Brown
Wanda L. Boush*
Omar J. Cantu and Martha A. Cantu
Patricia and Kevin W. Cruthirds
Bill and Patricia Ellis*
Kenneth A. Everhard
Juan C. Gonzalez*
Jim Langabeer and Susan Griffith*
William C. and Jodi E. Hamer*
Maggie Hinojosa
Albert L. and Mary Lea Jeffers*
Rajdeep and Laura Kakar*
Kenneth and Carolyn Landrum
Bob and Yvonne Lim
David C. and J. Rachael Loman*
Cullen R. and Carol Lynn Looney
Havidán Rodriguez and Rosa M. Lopez
Roy and Aida Martinez
Doug and Dolores Matney*
Modesto and Yvette C. Padilla
Armando and Corina Perez
Velinda and Armando Reyes
Ed Rivera*
Enrique J. and Sara Saldaña*
Linda Matthews and John Sargent*
Frank A. and Joyce G. Smith*
(Fast Enterprises LTD)
Charles and Linda Sorber*
Morgan and Jane Talbot*
Martha Tevis*
Lynn and S. G. Vincentnathan
Kenneth and Sibyl Wells
Gustavo and Rosa Zapata*
*Founding Members
All others are Charter Members

The University of Texas-Pan American
After two very successful years, with 100 Founding and Charter
Members, the UT Pan American President’s Circle is searching for
additional members for the coming year (September 1, 2011 through
August 31, 2012) and asking current members to renew their pledges.
The President’s Circle is composed of generous donors who give
unrestricted annual gifts of $1,000 or more to assist President Robert
S. Nelsen in his quest to address what he is calling the signature themes
of his administration. These include:

• Building the stature of the University
• Generating resources to build needed facilities and programs
• Creating a culture of student success
• Serving the Rio Grande region
Through their donations, the President’s Circle members are providing
funds that allow Dr. Nelsen to take advantage of special opportunities
as they arise.
“In this day of budget cuts and growing enrollments, the generosity
of special friends such as those who have joined the President’s
Circle makes a true difference for UT Pan American,” said President
Nelsen. “Without these funds, we would not have been able to take our
students to Austin for Pan Am day at the Capitol, nor would our theater
students have been able to take their play, “Crawling with Monsters,”
to New York where they won an ‘Overall Excellence Award’ at the
International Fringe Festival.”
To learn more about joining the President’s Circle, contact
Yvette C. Padilla, director of stewardship and annual giving, at
development@utpa.edu or by calling (956) 665-5301.
President’s Circle Charter Membership Levels
Gold Circle
$5,000
Silver Circle $2,500
Bronze Circle $1,000

from dreams
to adventures
Rick and Diane Teter’s
‘Xanadu state of mind’
When New Jersey native Diane Teter
is asked what brought her to Texas, her
answer is quick and with a smile…
“to find me a cowboy.”
Since graduating from Baylor University,
Diane and her tall, handsome Texan
husband, Rick Teter, have been moving
hand-in-hand from one great adventure
to another.
They’ve operated a cattle ranch in East
Texas, been part-owners of a ranch in
northern Mexico, studied nursing
together, earned master’s degrees, and
taught at the college level – Rick in
UTPA’s English Language Institute and
Diane at South Texas College.
Filled with a tremendous zest for life
and a deep appreciation for the Rio
Grande Valley, the Teters now want
to help others turn their own dreams
into adventures.
That’s why they plan to leave half of their
estate to The University of Texas-Pan
American to create the Xanadu R&D
Nursing Scholarship Endowment.

Giv i ng to m ake a differ enc e.
To learn more about the Teters and how their estate gift will benefit UT Pan American and its students,
please visit our Portraits of Philanthropy at www.utpa.edu/philanthropy.
For information about how you, too, can make a difference, visit www.utpa.edu/giving
or contact us at (956) 665-5301 or development@utpa.edu.

T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f T e x a s - Pa n A m e r i c a n

®

LOS ARCOS

The University of Texas-Pan American
1201 W. University Drive, VWOB1.101
Edinburg, TX 78539-2999

Remembering Bronco Days:

In November 1961 Bronco Days was the highlight of the school year, a time when Pan American College students
dusted off their cowboy hats and put on their boots to celebrate a week filled with western activities. During the festivities, hosted by the Bronco Boosters, a rip-roaring time was
had by all. The PAC students enjoyed participating in numerous contests and games that showed their school spirit – a two-day rodeo, which offered a full slate of events from bronc
riding to cow milking, and was the largest in Pan Am’s history and first since the rodeo was established as an official college sport, and a Bronco Days Parade and Bronco Booster
Dance. Even though Bronco Days no longer exists, 50 years later the campus spirit comes to life during the University’s annual Spirit Week festivities in October and Homecoming
Week in February.
Don’t miss the fun and memories you will make at the upcoming Class of 1962 50+Reunion coming February 17-18, 2012. If you haven’t done so yet, send the Office of
Alumni Relations your information – mailing and email addresses and phone numbers. Please email alumni@utpa.edu or call (956) 665-2500.

